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Amy: The next question comes from Caroline Smith, and her question is, “Greg, what’s your opinion on the 
doctrine of election as primarily Christocentric and corporate and secondarily individual and only as we by faith 
are “in Christ”?

Greg: Well, I know what she’s talking about though now I’m pausing a little bit because of the way things are 
worded….primarily, secondarily. It doesn’t seem to me those two categories exist. It’s either one thing or it’s 
another. It isn’t…can you read “primarily” again, and “secondarily”?

(Amy reads that portion of my question and asks Greg to summarize what that means.)

Greg: As I understand this view, this would be an Arminian take on election, and the take is that what God does 
is he elects a group, and at this point this would be a formal category with nothing material put in it yet. So God 
elects whoever is in Christ. So that if one gets in Christ, there are all kinds of things that God has elected to do 
for that individual. But the getting in to Christ is a matter of one’s own libertarian choice, that is it’s up to them, 
to put it simply. It isn’t God doing anything to ensure that any individual gets in the group. Think of it like a bus, 
and some have used this illustration. So, God has elected to take the bus to particular, wonderful destinations, 
and therefore anyone in the bus. And if you’re in the bus then you are so elected because you’re in the bus 
that’s elected. But God doesn’t determine who gets in the bus. That’s up to the individual. You want a ride? You 
want to come on board? You can, and if you choose to do that then you fall into the election that is applied to 
the group. Ergo the language and the question..corporate, as opposed to individual.

Now, it strikes me, and this is why I think there’s an ambiguity, at least for me in the question. It strikes me if 
election is corporate, that is God only elects what happens to a group, and individuals choose to be part of the 
group, then individual isn’t secondary, it’s nonexistent. There is no individual election; there is only corporate 
election. 

Now, regarding that general idea…do you think that I captured it fairly enough?

Amy: I think so.

Greg: Okay. So regarding that issue, the real question is, does the Scripture indicate that God elects a group, 
that is, a formal category, not any particular individuals of the group. That is done by the individuals. Is God’s 
election a term that is used to describe this formal category of a group which then is materially populated by 
individuals who decide they want to get on the bus. Now, this is a way that Bill Craig looks at it, for example, 
and he uses middle knowledge as a means to kind of explain that. But it’s also a fairly standard way of more 
sophisticated Arminians to cash out the scriptural references here. And they go to Ephesians where it keeps 
making the reference of “in Christ” (repeats quote). See, all of these things are “in Christ,” and they take the 
phrase “in Christ” to mean, in the bus. Once you get in the bus, which is in Christ, then these things apply to 
you. I do not think that that’s a take which is legitimate in light of the language of Ephesians. Does it say “in 
Christ”? Yes, but listen to what it says. I’m reading now Ephesians chapter 1 because that’s where a lot of this 
language is. 

“Blessed be God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in Christ.” Okay, so far it could be either way. It’s ambiguous at this point what that 
means. “Just as,” now listen to the language here. Verse 4, the next one. “Just as he…chose…us, in him 
before the foundation of the world.” Now I don’t see how “he chose us in him” means that we’re chosen if we 
get in to him. I think that he is the one who chose us and he placed us in him. That’s what it seems to me. 
“That we would be holy and blameless before him. In love he…” Now, listen to this. I’m just reading 
continuously in Ephesians 1. “In love he predestined US, to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to himself, 
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according to the kind intention of his will, to the praise of the glory of his grace which he freely bestowed upon 
us in the beloved.” Again, I don’t have any sense that it’s really describing us jumping into Jesus and then 
those in Jesus are getting all of these things. No, he chose us.

Now, how is that choosing done? It is by attaching us to the Son. He chose us to attach us to the Son because 
we are the bride of Christ. And that’s what that seems to be referring. He predestined us, he chose us, he 
predestined us to adoption. What kind of adoption? In Christ. So God did the thing that gets us in Christ, is the 
point I think that is being made here in verse 5.

“And in him,” verse 7, “we have redemption through his blood.” “In him,” you mean, riding in his coach, so to 
speak? No. Through the means of Jesus himself we have redemption. And so all of this “in him” language, I 
think the preposition is meant to indicate something different than being part of the group that we call Christian, 
in the bus that we call Christian, that Paul is referring to as “in him.” “In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished on us.” And 
then there’s more. I can’t keep reading but…also “we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to his purpose, who works all things at the counsel of his will.” Verse 11. So there’s another verse 
that strikes me as not being able to fit into this paradigm of the corporate deal happening. But all of these 
verses fit perfectly into, I think, a standard Reformed understanding of election.

And also, as to the group, I’m just thinking of another verse, and there are more than this but, that other verse 
in the book of Acts, “And God opened Lydia’s heart to believe the gospel.” On this corporate view, it is Lydia 
that is doing the work to believe then God grants her something in virtue of her belief, climbing into the bus, so 
to speak. No, here it says God is doing the work in her heart.

“Of all those the Father has given to me, I lose nothing, but I raise them up on the last day.” And he identifies, 
this is John 6, and also in John 10 we have similar language, “My sheep hear my voice and they follow me, 
and I give them eternal life.” So you have the sheep that already belong to him are then following such that 
they reach a point of receiving eternal life from Jesus. So the giving of the individuals called Jesus’s sheep is 
before they start following. It’s when they follow they respond to “the voice,” I take that as to the pull, the call of 
the Holy Spirit, that he then gives them eternal life “and no one shall snatch them out of my hand because the 
Father has given them to me and no one is greater than the Father.”

All of that fits perfectly into a Reformed characterization of divine, sovereign election and that doesn’t fit in any 
way, as far as I can tell, into this corporate approach. So I’m not taken with this at all. I don’t think this is a good 
solution.


